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a paragraph such as the one referred to appearing in your
valuarle journal afiects the interest of a town which so much
depeuds upon visitors.
We confidently appeal to you to give the same prominence

to this: refutation that was given to the paragraph in question.
We are, Sir, your obedient Servants,

THOS. D. HARRIES, F.R.C.S. (Exam.) Eng.
C. RICE WILLIAMS, M.D.
RICHARD GILBERTSON, M.R.C.S.
MORRIS JONES, Med. Off. of Health, Aberystwyth.
JACOB ROBERTS, M.R.C.S.
JOHN MORGAN JONES, M.R.C.S.E.
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C. RICE WILLIAMS, M.D.
RICHARD GILBERTSON, M.R.C.S.
MORRIS JONES, Med. Off. of Health, Aberystwyth.
JACOB ROBERTS, M.R.C.S.
JOHN MORGAN JONES, M.R.C.S.E.

THE DANGER OF NON-COMBATANTS
IN BATTLE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR, - As many people not conversant with military

matters are undoubtedly under the impression that medical
officers are but little if at all exposed to danger in war, and
as they are consequently relegated to a position less honour-
able than their combatant brothers (for in battle the post of
danger is the post of honour), it appears to me that every
opportunity should be taken to dissipate these erroneous
opinions.

Recently in the House of Commons the Under-Secretary
of the Navy pointed triumphantly to the number of fatal
- casualties among the officers and men of the Naval Brigade
engaged in the defence of the Majuba mountain as affording
abundant evidence that the British sailor, now as in the
days of Nelson, knows how to do his duty. Accepting this
as a fair standard of the bravery of combatants, whose duty
is to fight, it must also be accepted as regards the so-called
medical non-combatants, whose more special duty is coolly
to aid their wounded fellows in times of danger, but who, as
the records of battle and the following statistics show, often
.combat the enemy as well :-

These records speak for themselves. The number of
medical officers may be too limited for strict comparison,
but they are as numerous as the officers of the Naval con-
tingent. And if of these and also of Army officers it has
been truly said that they nobly did their duty, it cannot be
denied that the non-combatant medical officers most nobly
did theirs.

I assume I am correct in stating that the number of medi-
cal officers engaged were two, as it is very unlikely that
more would be attached at the front with three or four hun-
dred men; moreover, no others appear in the lists from the
seat of war.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

D. H. CULLIMURE,
Connaught-square, March 6th, 1881. Surg. I.M.D. (retired).

D. H. CULLIMORE,
Surg. I.M.D. (retired).

IRELAND.

(From our own Correspondent.)
- i

Up to the present, so far as can be gleaned in reference to
the plan of organisation for the Royal University of Ireland,
it appears that the inducements to students are of the amplest
kind, the pecuniary attractions being most profuse. It is,
however, one thing to formulate a scheme for endowments in
connexion with a university, and a totally different thing to find
that the Government will adopt the scheme as proposed in
its entirety, and pledge itself to support it in the liberal
manner suggested.
Dublin, for a considerable period, has exhibited an ex-

cessive death-rate as compared with other cities, and the
returns for the past year prove that no improvement in this
respect has taken place. So far back as July last, a resolu-
tion was adopted by the Council of the Irish College of
Surgeons that an expression of opinion should emanate from
them in reference to the causes which had produced, and
were still producing, the unhealthy state of the city, and the

abnormally high death-rate in Dublin. For this purpose a
committee was appointed to confer with the College of
Physicians in Iretand, and make a report as soun as

possible to the council. Eight months have now elapsed
since this resolution was passed, and at last the

conjoint report of the culleges has been issued. The
report attributes the extraordinary mortality of Dublin
chiefly to the general insamtary arrangements of dwellings,
the uncleanly and intemperate habits of certain classes of
the people, and the spread of infection. The Colleges suggest
the adoption by the Public Health Committee of certain mea-
sures calculated to remove the evils and defects indicated.
The Committee of the National Eye and Ear Infirmary,

Dublin, in their report for 1880, state that there was an in-
crease in the number of patients admitted to the wards of
the hospital, and in the total number of patients registered.
The hospital will continue in its old premises, Stephen’s-
green, until the end of March or beginning of April, when
it will be moved to Molesworth-street, when some important
alterations and additions have been completed. The new
hospital will contain thirteen male beds, and an equal number
for females, with separate day-rooms for each sex, operating-
room, ample accommodatin for nurses, and also, if desired,
accommodation for a resident surgeon.

In the report of the Education Committee of the Royal
College of Surgeons upon the proposed Scheme of Education
and Examination for this College, which is now under con.
sideration by the Council, it is satisfactory to learn that
Midwifery is included in the list of subjects upon which a
candidate will be examined. A considerable amount of
doubt exists as to whether, when the various suggestions
of the Education Committee are approved by the Council,
it will come into force, or whether it must first receive the
sanction of the Fellows at large.

It is intended by the friends of the late Dr. Peele of
Dublin to erect a window with a mural tablet in St. Patrick’s
Cathedral to the memory of the deceased. An influential
committee has been appointed to carry out this object, and
to receive subscriptions, which are limited to one guinea.
Dublin, March 15th.

Obituary.
I FRANCIS GODRICH, M.R.C.S., L.S.A.

MR. FRANCIS GODRICH, whose death occurred, as already
announced, on the 8th inst., at Fulham-road, West Brompton,
at the advanced age of eighty-five years, had been in practice
in that neighbourhood for sixty years. For half a century
he had been officially connected with St. George’s Work-
house, and for nearly the same period he was medical officer
of the Brompton District of the Kensington Union, as

well as surgeon to the Police for upwards of forty years.
He became a Licentiate of the Apothecaries’ Society in 1818
and a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in 1819. He
was a life governor and one of the original founders of the
Medical Benevolent College at Epsom, one of the founders
of the Chelsea Benevolent Society, and for the greater part
of his long life took a prominent lead in all the movements
for the improvement of the district in which he resided, and
of the condition of its inhabitants.
Few men have done more to raise the status of the pro-

fession. Of this, one fact may be recorded. In 1834, when
called upon to give professional evidence on an inquest, he
refused to do so without remuneration ; he was threatened
with the usual pains and penalties, but persisted ; the result
being that he was appointed chairman of a committee through
which the late Mr. Wakley, M.P., introduced, and carried,
in the House of Commons the Medical Witnesses Bill, a
measure by which the payments of fees to medical witnesses
was rendered compulsory. For many years he devoted
special attention to small-pox and revaccination, and
was an earnest and persistent opponent to the Fulham
Small-pox Hospital; holding the opinion that it was a centre
of infection to the immediate neighbourhood surrounding
districts. His experience as Medical Officer to the Brompton
District, adjacent, to the Hospital, led him to this conclusion,
and to the decided opinion that the aggregation of large
numbers of cases of this disease intensified and extended its
area of contagion aad its infecting power to a far greater
extent than is at present generally supposed ; indeed, his


